
Acton Stormwater Bylaw Summaries 

Discharges to the Municipal Storm Drain System 

 The Discharges to the Municipal Storm Drain System Bylaw aims to prevent pollution 

and unauthorized flow from entering Acton’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4), to 

prohibit and require the removal of illicit connections and discharges to the MS4, and to prohibit 

obstruction of the MS4. This bylaw sets up the Board of Health as its administrator, 

implementer, and enforcer. It also describes criteria for permits, exemptions, emergency 

suspension of the storm drainage system access, notification of spills, and enforcement.  

Zoning Bylaws 

 The goal of the Zoning Bylaw is to implement Acton’s zoning powers in order to achieve 

objectives including conservation of health; protection against floods; facilitation of adequate 

sewage disposal, drainage, and open space; and prevention of pollution to the environment. This 

bylaw declares that a development site, a planned conservation residential community, a planned 

unit development, and a senior residence are not allowed to have a peak rate of stormwater 

runoff which exceeds “the rate existing prior to the new construction based on a 10-year design 

storm”. The stormwater drainage facilities on a development site should be designed to prevent 

overflow onto the street, but the board of selectmen can authorize these facilities to be off-site if 

it’s based on a 25-year design storm and the applicant can maintain working order of the 

facilities. This bylaw states that Common Land can be used as open space development or as a 

retention or detention facility for stormwater from lots or streets. The bylaw also affirms that 

interior area landscaping in parking areas substituted with bioretention areas designed to help 

lessen and trap runoff can be considered part of the open space minimum requirement.  

Subdivision Rules and Regulations 

 Acton’s Subdivision Rules and Regulations work to help protect town citizens; to comply 

with zoning bylaws; and to ensure adequate supply of drainage, water, and sewerage. The 

Planning Board is the designated authority for these rules and regulations which declare that the 

maximum rate for stormwater runoff from a subdivision is not allowed to go above “the rate 

existing prior to the new construction based on a 10 year design storm”. These regulations lay 

out the requirements for calculations used in the design of a stormwater drainage system and 

state that the planning board may approve off-site stormwater drainage facilities for a 

development provided that the 10 year design storm rate is not exceeded and that the applicant is 

able to ensure the facility is properly maintained.  

 

Environmental Regulations (Wetlands Protection) Bylaw  



 The Environmental Regulations (Wetlands Protection) bylaw, under the administration of 

the Conservation Commission, is designed to protect Acton’s resource areas (wetlands, adjoining 

buffer zones, flood and riverfront areas, banks, and vernal pools) through the regulation of 

activities which would negatively impact “public or private water supply, groundwater, flood 

control, erosion control, storm damage prevention, water pollution prevention, fisheries, 

protection of endangered or threatened species, and wildlife habitat”. This bylaw also sets up a 

fine for failing to adhere to the plans for the construction of a stormwater or drainage structure.  

Storm Water Management Plan 

 The Acton Storm Water Management Plan represents how Acton, during the 2003-2008 

period, planned to meet the NPDES Phase II guidelines. The plan includes information on 

regulatory requirements; current programs; proposed BMPs; and a timeline for public education 

and outreach, public participation/involvement, illicit discharge detection and elimination, 

construction site runoff control, post-construction runoff control, and pollution prevention/good 

housekeeping. The plan also includes eligibility requirements for small MS4s and an overview of 

the Assabet River Total Maximum Daily Load Phase I findings.  

By-law for the Control of Post Construction Stormwater Runoff Draft 

 This bylaw has not been adopted yet, but its goal is to establish minimum requirements 

and controls for stormwater to protect the public who reside in the watersheds under this bylaws’ 

jurisdiction. One of the ways it aims to do this is by having no increase in stormwater runoff 

from developments or redevelopments so as to lessen flooding and siltation, maintain recharge 

areas and stream channels, keep stream temperatures from increasing, and diminish erosion to 

stream banks. This bylaw seeks to protect the quality of local water by minimizing any increase 

in nonpoint source pollution due to stormwater runoff from a development. The yearly volume of 

stormwater runoff from any development site should be minimized and must not exceed pre-

development hydrologic conditions. Where possible, erosion and nonpoint source pollution shall 

be reduced and stormwater runoff shall be decreased in quantity and velocity. This bylaw also 

declares that Acton shall strive to meet the required “reduction in nonpoint source pollutant 

contributions to exceeding phosphorus limits for the Assabet River TMDL [total maximum daily 

loads]”. This draft includes information about permit procedures and requirements, general 

performance criteria for stormwater management, basic stormwater management design criteria 

and requirements for a stormwater management plan approval, construction inspection 

provisions, maintenance and repair of stormwater facilities, enforcement and penalties, and a 

plan for the development of a stormwater design manual. In the table of contents there is a 

section for stormwater management credits and waivers, though that section changes to 

stormwater management waivers and variances in the body of the bylaw.  


